
PRAISE TO THE LORD

lsn ' t  i t  amazing how the thoughts and feel ings of  the wr i ters  of  the Psalms hundreds of  years ago are so
much l ike the way you and I  fee l  about  God todayl

Wr i te  down the words of  Psalm 
.103:  

1-3.

One of the hymns based on this Psalm is Praise To the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation. lts
wr i ter ,  joachim Neander,  l ived to be only  30 years o ld!  What  a great  hymn of  Chr is t ian pra ise he gave to
the wor ld whi le  s t i l l  a  young man!

Both the Psalm and the hymn speak of  God as being our  "heal th  and salvat ion."  This  does not  mean we
never  wi l l  be physica l ly  s ick but  that  we need never  be af ra id of  s ickness because our  souls  -  the eternal
par t  o f  us cannot  be harmed by anyth ing once we have promised that  God is  f i rs t  in  our  l ives!  Perhaps
your  choi r  d i rector  wi l l  read some of  the Bib le s tor ies about  Jesus heal ing persons -  then you should ta lk
about  whether  the verses mean that  the physica l  body or  the soul  o f  the persons were "made whole."

The wr i ters  of
o f  the  Psa lms
you  f i nd  God

the  Psa lms  o f ten  compared  God to  the  wonders  o f  na tu re  wh ich  they  cou ld  see .  Read  some
to  see  how God i s  desc r ibed  l i ke  the  sky ,  l i ke  s to rms ,  l i ke  the  ocean .  What  o ther  ways  can
d e s c r i b e d :

The  hymn words  o f  the
probab ly  desc r ibe  God 's
d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  w a s ?

second stanza,
c a r e  m u c h  l i k e

" .  .  .  s h i e l d e t h  t h e e  u n d e r  H i s  w i n g s  y e a
a  c rea ted  th ing  tha t  the  l i t t l e  boy  Neander

so  gen t l y  sus ta ine th , "
m igh t  have  seen .  What

l t  is  unusual  for  a tune wr i t ten in  314 r ime to have such a s t rong,  majest ic  fee l ing.  What  is  the tune name?

_ (Par t  o f  i t  means  "Songbook"  in  German. )

L is ten  to  how the  long  phrases ,  w i th  the  f i r s t  bea ts  o f
s t rength.  Pract ice conduct ing 314 rhythm wi th a s t rong
Not i ce  the  t r i ang le  shape  o f  the  bea t .

e a c h  m e a s u r e  a c c e n t e d ,  h e l p b u  i l d  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f
m o v e m e n t .

u p
d o

r ight

Be ext ra carefu l  to  hold each of  the dot ted hal f  notes 1 J  .1  fo | .  the fu l l  three counts,  and to put  i ts  c los ing
consonant  sound on each word.  Pronouncing words c lear ly  and f i rmly a lso helps g ive a hymn a feel ing of
s t rength.  Your  choi r  d i rector  is  a lways reminding you that  when we share in  a worship serv ice -  no mat ter
how beaut i fu l  we sound our  words must  be understood by others.

Wi l l  you someday before you are 15 years o ld -  wr i te  a hymn l ike Joachim Neander d id? How about
lookingfor  Bib le verses that  descr ibe your  own feel ings r ight  now -  and then -  th ink up a tune for  them.
Why don' t  you t ry?
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